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have been working every day to find our vulnerabilities and to eliminate them. Today we are going to explore
the unique security concerns facing our ports. | am pleased that we have many distinguished experts from the
port community and government agencies to share their insights with us today. | have been working on port
security for several months now, and last year | worked with the Navy and the Coast Guard to obtain additional
ships, boats and people to patrol and protect Puget Sound. As part of last years defense supplemental
appropriations bill, | added funds to locate a new marine safety and security team here in Puget Sound. | am
pleased to report to you today that that unit will be commissioned this summer here. | also wrote to Admiral
Fargo, Commander-in-Chief of the Pacific Fleet, and got him to agree to provide additional boats to protect our
naval facilities. In addition, | have used my position as chair of this subcommittee to review our governments
security efforts. | have held hearings to examine the proposed budgets for the Coast Guard and for the new
Transportation Security Administration. Two weeks ago in the Senate, | held a hearing on cargo security.
Todays hearing will examine the unique challenges we face in improving port security in our region. What we
learn here today will help inform the debate that is taking place in Washington, D. C. and will help me in my
oversight responsibilities. As | begin this hearing, | want to emphasize the critical role that our ports play.
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