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America is a peaceable nation. We believe in the principle of live and let live. We respect other nations rights,
wish them prosperity, and envy them nothing. We have vast territory and undeveloped resources, enough to
occupy our minds and hands for generations without meddling with other people s concerns. We believe that
the peace and happiness of mankind will be promoted by self-government for all, by allowing the population of
each civilized country to govern itself. Through almost our whole history we have stood for democracy and
peace. We have protected China from robbery and war on the part of more greedy nations, and have stood the
strongest friend of the new Chinese republic. In 1896 we stood the friend of Venezuela in her controversy with
Great Britain, and prevented war. For years we have even allowed our own citizens to be wronged in Mexico
rather than make war on our neighbor republic. Consequently, we are now trusted as the big brother of all the
republics in the New World. When we departed from our peaceful policy in 1898, and made war on Spain, it was
in order to stop intolerable oppression at our very door, in Cuba. We then gave and have guarded the
independence of Cuba, and only took the Philippine Islands in order to save them from falling to some less
disinterested nation, and in order to educate their people for independence later. Thus we have always worked
for peace, and for the justice to all which is the only sure way to maintain peace. Well, then, why did we enter
the Great European War?...
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