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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Mt: Vernon and Its Surroundings, Some Incidents in
the Life of General Washington The family name of Washington is derived from a person originally named
William De Hertburn, which was changed in the 13th century to that of his manor called Washington, in
Durham, England. Their pedigree dates from Odin, B.C. 70, involving a period of eighteen centuries, including
to General Washington fifty-five generations, and contains some illustrious names. His mother was from an
ancient and very distinguished family also. The episode about the cherry tree took place at Wakefield, and here
the garden was laid out with his name made in different colors of flowers. He early developed a roving
disposition and fondness for out-door life and sports. Some of the many things he did out of the ordinary
before he was thirteen, were throwing a stone across the Rappahannock river; breaking in a blooded colt,
which dropped dead; also climbing up and cutting his name above the rest on the side of the Natural Bridge,
Va. He rapidly took his place among the men in sports and hunting, and although silent in his manner, there
was a pleasing something in his face which made him a general favorite. Lord Fairfax helped much to shape his
earlier talents. The only time he was ever out of the country was when he accompanied his brother Lawrence to
the Barbadoe Islands for six months for their health. Mary Ball, Washington s mother, was the daughter of Col.
Joseph Ball of Epping Forest, Va., of which she was called the Belle, and was the only child of his second wife,
Widow Johnson. She grew to womanhood surrounded...
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