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Bibliogov, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New
Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Sergeant First Class Pedro Marrero was with the 3rd Brigade, 1st Infantry
Division in Iraq from February 2004 until February 2005. He worked in the brigade tactical operations center
(TOC) as the NCO in charge of the TOC and as a battle NCO. His duty location was in Ba qubah. Predeployment
training involved being trained in Germany while preparing to operate in a forward operating base by tracking
and reporting events to control the battlefield. He mentions how his unit also received an ample amount of
cultural awareness training. Marrero then discusses diFerences he noticed between Active and Reserve soldiers.
He makes the following statement, Generally speaking, the active duty soldiers were way more prepared and
more aware of the situation. They were into it. I won t say everybody, but generally speaking, the discipline was
far better. Marrero says that his unit s anticipated mission was to finish Phase III and then go into Phase IV, but
instead they had to keep going back and forth. He also discusses corruption, or a variant of espionage that the
provincial police department seemed to be demonstrating by leaking information to insurgent attacks by anti-
coalition forces which resulted in 23 police oFicers being executed. During the lessons learned discussion,
Marrero identifies the need for soldiers to incorporate some basic skills for reading Arabic numbers. Other than
this, he felt that he and his unit received ample culture-related training to be prepared for the deployment. The
challenge of improvised explosive devices is briefly discussed, including his unit s utilization of electronic
countermeasures, and Marrero tells how the five-ton truck he was riding in was destroyed by an IED. What
saved their...
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