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interviewed officials in OSHAs national office, all 10 OSHA regions, and from a nongeneralizable sample of 5
state-run programs; and interviewed labor and business associations and safety and health experts. State-run
programs face several challenges that primarily relate to staffing, and include having constrained budgets,
according to OSHA and state officials. States have difficulty filling vacant inspector positions, obtaining training
for inspectors, and retaining qualified inspectors. Recruiting inspectors is difficult due to the shortage of
qualified candidates, relatively low state salaries, and hiring freezes. Although OSHA has taken steps to make its
courses more accessible to states, obtaining inspector training continues to be difficult. According to an agency
official, OSHAs Training Institute faces several challenges in delivering training, including recruiting and
retaining instructors, difficulty accommodating the demand for training, and limitations in taking some
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exacerbated by states lack of travel funds, which limit state inspectors access to OSHA training. Retaining
qualified inspectors is another challenge among states. Officials noted that, once state...
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