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of authors, is, in flattering themselves that their own productions are superior to those of their rivals, and
many, to make it appear more obvious than it may be, essay to turn the public favor from their competitor s
merits, by defects real or pretended, which they are careful to exhibit; presenting their own at the same time, in
their most brilliant colors. But, avoiding this extreme, the Author of this work would ask leave only to show the
need and worth of a rhyming system, in securing a knowledge of the branch here treated of, and leave others
to decide how far he has succeeded in the formation of such. That proper names are more difficult to retain in
the memory, than common, is almost superfluous to mention. In acquiring general terms, or in the study of
language, the continual repetition of the same words, and our familiarity with the subjects to which they are
applied, renders it less difficult to the memory, than in learning proper names that are fixed to denote one thing
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branch that is studied by nearly all - but how few among the vast number, who spend years in acquiring a
knowledge of it, ever retain or remember it. But the defect is not to be attributed to the works studied, but to the
poverty of memory; the retentive powers of the mind are not endowed...
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