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Original publisher: Washington: U. S. G. P. O. , 2011. LC Number: KF27 . E3 2011e OCLC Number:
(OCoLC)730529400 Subject: Educational accountability -- United States. Excerpt: . . . lso in the way we support
our Nations education system. It is no secret our current education system is failing. We all know the statistics of
high school and college dropouts and test scores that leave students unprepared to tackle the challenges they
will confront both in the classroom and in the workplace. Secretary Duncan, I want to reiterate my
appreciation for your ongoing eIorts to reach across the aisle and across town for the betterment of the
Nations classrooms. Although we may not see eye to eye on all things, you and I share a belief that the current
system is broken and is in desperate need of repair. As we continue working on reforms that focus on what is
best for students, parents, teachers, and communities, we must first answer a fundamental question: What is
the proper role of the Federal Government in education Despite the near tripling of overall per-pupil funding
since 1965, national academic performance has not improved. Math and reading scores have largely gone flat,
graduation rates have stagnated, and researchers have found serious shortcomings with many Federal
education programs. Additionally, the volume of rules and reporting requirements associated with Federal
spending has skyrocketed. During a recent hearing in this committee, we learned from school officials and local
leaders that the regulatory burden created by Federal spending o=en outweighs any potential benefits. The
Race to the Top, while well intended, has exacerbated this tension, leaving schools and States even more
frustrated with Federal intervention. The Departments activism in higher education is also...
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