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Excerpt: . follows with regard to the applicability of the typical
view:2 The method here 1 Chancel arrived in a similar manner
at the same result, independently of Williamson (cf. Comptes
Rendus, vol. xxxi. p. 521). a Jowrn. Chem. Soc., vol. iv. p. 239.
employed of stating the rational constitution of bodies by
comparison with water, seems to me to be susceptible of great
extension; and I have no hesitation in saying that its
introduction will be of service in simplifying our ideas, by
establishing a uniform standard of comparison by which
bodies may be judged of. His confidence in the possibility of
extending the typical idea came out still more strongly upon
another occasion,1 when he expressed the opinion that
reference to the one type of water sufficed for all inorganic
and for the best-known organic compounds; only that in the
case of many...
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