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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform, 2013. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect
Condition. A+ Customer Service! Summary: Author, historian, and researcher, Wallace Reyes, Ph.D. presents for
your consideration a 35 years of investigative work covering a series of events in his latest book, "Once Upon a
Time - Rise and Fall of the Cigar Industry". It was in 1869 when Vicente Martinez Ybor, one of the most
significant figures in the history of handmade cigars in Florida, established a cigar factory in Key West. He was
Spaniard and fled Cuba, leaving behind his very successful operation after the colonial authorities discover his
connections and support to the Cuban Revolution, under the advice of his accountant and friend Eduardo
Manrara. After him many other manufacturers also follow his path. Tampa's unique history and legacy began
in 1879 when Mr. Vicente Martinez Ybor at the age of 61,and other manufacturers wanted to relocate their
factories from Key West. By the spring of 1885, Martnez Ybor had entered in negotiations with the Tampa Board
of Trade; a few months later the deal was closed, and the construction of Cigar City started. Tampa grew from
a fisherman village of about 400 to a town of 15,000 by the turn of the century; with most of the growth
contributed to the love of Tampa's handmade cigars. The first cigar was made by Sanchez & Haya Cigar, Co.
on Tuesday, April 13, 1886. Their monthly production was 500,000 handmade cigars. It was not always a
paradise, weather conditions (hard freezes, hurricanes and heat), laboring problems (unions, strikes, and racial
discrimination), sanitary problems, epidemic diseases, and building fires among others things were a menace
to the industry. In this book you will see what happened in the early years in Tampa, during the Seminoles
Wars,...
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