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journal? So | make my first entry today. With these words, in response to prodding from Ralph Waldo Emerson,
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from entries titled Young Women at Parties to Sunlight after Storm, the Journal is neither diary nor
autobiography in the usual meaning of these terms, because the daily chronicle and the narrative of outward
events are minor aspects of this voluminous work. The Journal is clearly not the work of a diarist, but the
notebook of a writer dedicated to the continuous practice of composition.
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