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story of Ko Ngai is from a collection entitled A Hundred Examples of Filial Piety, translated from the Chinese by
P. Dabry de Thiersant in 1877, and appearing later in Lafcadio Hearn s beautiful short story, The Soul of the
Great Bell. Mrs. Archibald Little also tells it in her book of travel Round My Peking Garden. quoting at length
from the original legend. We find it again in The Yellow Jacket in the following lines spoken by the chorus: The
great bell calls, me. The bell-maker cast it of pure gold and silver but its notes proved brazen. The Son of
Heaven was supremely annoyed. The bell-maker recast it. When the metal was molten, to save her father s life,
for fear its notes would again carry base tones, Ko Ngai, his daughter, disposed of her body by springing into
the mass of white heat; so her soul became of the bell wrought by her father. The metal welded with her spirit,
and its tone was then one of harmony and love. In The Singing Soul the author has chosen to elaborate on the
theme without doing violence to historical facts. The reign of the Emperor, Yung Loh, was noted as an era of
peace; therefore, the author feels permitted to attribute to him the qualities indicated in the play, also to
introduce other fictitious characters for the sake of the plot. At the same time she wishes to acknowledge her
indebtedness to the writers above-mentioned for the inspiration furnished in the writing of the play. About the
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of...
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