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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1855 edition. Excerpt: .of commercial cities; and, fourthly, the augmentation of the
price of articles of consumption, and further decline in that of the articles of our exports. Every prediction
which they made has failed--utterly failed. It is now proposed to abolish the system to which we owe so much of
the public prosperity. Why, sir, there is scarcely an interest--scarcely a vocation in society--which is not
embraced by the beneficence of this system. The error of the opposite argument, is in assuming one thing,
which, being denied, the whole fails; that is, it assumes that the whole labor of the United States would be
profitably employed without manufactures. Now, the truth is, that the system excites and creates labor, and this
labor creates wealth, and this new wealth communicates additional ability to consume; which acts on all the
objects contributing to human comfort and enjoyment. I could extend and dwell on the long list of articles--the
hemp, iron, lead, coal, and other items--for which a demand is created in the home market by the operation of
the American system; but I should exhaust the patience of the Senate. Where, where should we find a market for
all these articles, if it did not exist at home? What would be the condition of the largest portion of our people,
and of the territory, if this home market were annihilated? How could they be supplied with objects of prime
necessity? What would not be the certain and inevitable...
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